PREFACE

grandmothers, took delight in, and is in these days
unquotable.

The aforesaid fiddle-strings, rosin, and music-paper
were supplied by a pedlar, who travelled exclusively
in such wares from parish to parish, coming to each
village about every six months. Tales are told of
the consternation once caused among the church
fiddlers when, on the occasion of their producing a
new Christmas anthem, he did not come to time,
owing to being snowed up on the downs, and the
straits they were in through having to make shift
with whipcord and twine for strings. He was gener-
ally a musician himself, and sometimes a composer in
a small way, bringing his own new tunes, and tempt-
ing each choir to adopt them for a consideration.
Some of these compositions which now lie before me,
with their repetitions of lines, half-lines, and half-
words, their fugues and their intermediate symphonies,
are good singing still, though they would hardly
be admitted into such hymn-books as are popular
in the churches of fashionable society at the present
time.

August 1896.

Under the Greenwood Tree was first brought out in
the summer of 1872 in two volumes. The name of the
story was originally intended to be, more appropriately,
The Mellstock Quire, and this has been appended as
a sub-title since the early editions, it having been
thought unadvisable to displace for it the title by
which the book first became known.
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